
LENOX — This summer 
SculptureNow and The Mount 
are proud to present REMIX, 
a new, juried exhibition of 29 
contemporary, large-scale, 
outdoor sculptures by regional 
and internationally recognized 
artists. On display from now 
until Oct. 31. Access to the 
exhibit is included with paid 
admission to The Mount. 

The show includes region-
ally and nationally recognized 
artists William Breslow, Rick 
& Laura Brown, Jamie Calde-
rwood, William Carlson, Matt 
Crane, Peter Dellert, Murray  
Dewart, Anthony Garner, 
Lucy Hodgson, Sue Huang, 
Ann Jon, Conrad Levenson, 
Kathryn Lipke, Philip Mar-
shall, Gary Orlinsky, Jerome 
Harris Parmet, Chris Plaisted, 
Kate Raudenbush, Laura Re-
inhard, Susan Ferrari Rowley, 
Laurie Sheridan, Fletcher 
Smith, Leon Smith, Robin 
Tost, Mark Warwick, John 
Wilkinson and Bernard Zu-
browski.

The free opening celebra-
tion on June 12 includes an 
artist-guided tour 3:30-5 p.m. 
and a reception on the terrace 
of the mansion. State Senator 
Ben Downing will give opening 
remarks.

Free guided tours of the 
exhibition are scheduled for 

July 10, Aug. 14, Sept. 11 and 
Oct. 16, at 11:30 a.m. 

This year SculptureNow 
celebrates its 18th year as a 
non-profit arts and education 
organization. Our mission is 
to expand the experience and 
knowledge of art in general and 
sculpture in particular in the 
Berkshires, through exhibi-
tions, presentations and free 
workshops in public schools. 
We offer free guided tours to 
the general public, students, 

and vision-impaired visitors. 
Our exhibitions provide op-
portunities for sculptors to 
develop their careers. We 
participate in the cultural 
economy of our community.

For more information visit 
sculpturenow.org or call (413) 
623-2068.

The Mount is located at 
2 Plunkett Street in Lenox, 
Mass. For more information 
visit EdithWharton.org or call 
413-551-5100.
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By Harriet F. Bergmann

What do you get when 
you cross Miss America, a 
senator’s aide, and a liberal 
protester? An unbelievably 
funny education in politics, 
history and constitutional 
law. It’s “The Taming,” a 
play by Lauren Gunderson 
that opened last week-
end at Shakespeare and 
Company and will play, I 
hope, until Election eve, 
although we may need it 
for the four years after that 
even more. 

Maddie Jo Landers is 
Katherine, the very beau-
tiful southern belle who 
hides political ambition 
beneath the glitter of her 
Miss Georgia sash. Tangela 
Large is Patricia, aide to a 
nameless senator, who is 
really responsible for all 
the work that her boss has 
done. Lucy Lavely plays 
Bianca, activist and blog-
ger. Nicole Ricciardi has 
directed them to perfection, 
making boundless use of 
their comic talents.

Of course, when the 
word “taming” is uttered 
in the theater, we think 
“shrew”, as in Shake-
speare’s play. Both mean-
ings of “shrew” appear in 
“Taming”: one refers to a 
nasty mouse-like animal, 
and the other to an aggres-
sively assertive woman. 

Katherine here is Kate, 

the assertive woman, pag-
eant princess and aspiring 
president. Bianca is a do-
gooding and irrepressible 
PETA liberal, intent on 
saving the “North Ameri-
can panda shrew” from the 
extinction that will be vis-
ited upon it by Patricia’s 
senator’s bill. Patricia, 
practical and far-sighted, 
is Petruchio, dragged from 
pragmatism into idealistic 
action.

Bianca and Patricia, 
who call each other “Blue 
State” and “Red State,” 
find themselves locked in 
a hotel room—and, horror 
of horrors, without their 
cell phones! One-liners fly 
as they accuse each other 
of all the sins politicos are 
guilty of: zealousness, ig-
norance, desire for con-
trol, sexual misadventure, 
greed. 

The second act flips 
back to 1787, and the con-
stitutional convention in 
Philadelphia, where those 
white guys we refer to as 
founding fathers sweated 
to produce a document they 
could all grudgingly sign. 
Each of our contemporary 
women dons a wig and be-
comes one of those fathers: 
Katherine is Washington, 
strong, popular, willing to 
compromise to make oth-
ers work his (sensible) will. 
Patricia becomes James 
Madison, the behind-the-

scenes practical analyst. 
And Bianca, general pest 
that must be reckoned 
with, turns into Charles 
Cotesworth Pinckney, who 
finagles the other two into 
the terrible compromise 
that was slavery.

When we come back 
to the 21st century our 
women get into politics big 
time. Katherine’s goal from 
the first has been reform 
of the Constitution, and 
she and Patricia propose to 
change it in ways both sen-
sible and consistent with 
what Madison and Wash-
ington would have seen 
as necessary if they could 
have imagined cellphones 
and longer life expectancy. 
A cap on Supreme Court 
terms, a larger House of 
Representatives, cam-
paign finance reform and 
no electoral college. Giddy 
with the mere thought of 
power,they toss their ideas 
to each other.

It’s one funny line after 
the next, and like all good 
satire/farce it’s always, 
always making its larger 
political point. I gave up 
trying to make notes of 
the zingers and sat back 
and enjoyed myself, and 
laughed and, interesting-
ly, almost cried. Great art 
always does that to me. 
Marvelous writing, superb 
acting. Go have fun at this 
play. I vote for it.

Politics, untamed

Enrico Spada
Lucy Lavely (Bianca), Maddie Jo Landers (Katherine) and Tangela Large (Patricia) 
in the Nicole Ricciardi directed play, “The Taming,” by Lauren Gunderson.

Trust’s Community Trail 
Network initiative.

The organization, which 
helps families to protect 
farms, forests, wildlife areas 
and open space, began the 
project ten years ago when 
it purchased the property 
that the trail traverses from 
the Cosgriff family. Kathy 
Orlando, executive director of 
land protection for the Shef-
field Land Trust, suggested 
a cooperative venture to Will 
Conklin, who had recently be-
come director of Greenagers, 
a youth environmental orga-
nization based in Great Bar-
rington. Conklin, a Sheffield 
farmer and sawyer who also 
used to teach environmental 
education at the high school, 
was enthusiastic.

The  Land  Trust  and 
Greenagers had to apply 
three times before receiving a 
state recreational trail grant 
for $25,000 of the $45,000 
needed to replace the bridge. 
It was enough to get started 
on this part of the project. 
Orlando asked Conklin to 
coordinate the work on the 
bridge. She also asked Curtis 
Von Ruden, who teaches car-
pentry and construction in a 
Building Structures class at 
the high school, about getting 
his students involved. Von 
Ruden was happy to do so.

The first step was to lay 
the concrete foundation and 
the steel structure of the 
bridge. Conklin’s and Van 
Ruden’s classes came to 
watch the construction crew 
from Wilkinson Excavating—
who donated a lot of  time—do 
this part of the work. 

A wildlife specialist moni-
tored the bridge construction 
to make sure none of the work 
crushed rare amphibians 
or turtles. Between the 30 
students and the involved 
members of Greenagers, 
Conklin estimates that 50 to 
60 young people participated 
in the project.

Also donating time and 
expertise were designers Tom 
Ingersoll and Martha Bryan, 
civil engineer Jeff Colling-
wood, biologist Angela Sirois, 
surveyor Al Thorpe of Accord 
Engineering and wetlands 
expert Emily Stockman. 
Sam Barrett, the property 
Steward, and Susan and 
Ted Pittman who are Land 
Trust committee members 
and volunteers help maintain 
the trail.  Berkshire Bridge 
and Iron reduced their rate 
for the steel and made a 
substantial financial contri-
bution as well. And Conklin 
himself milled much of the 
locally sourced wood with a 
portable sawmill.

The high school’s build-
ing structures class cut and 
notched the posts for the 
bridge in wood shop and also 
squared and cut the decking. 
Then they attached the wood 
to the steel girders. 

The new bridge is a couple 
of feet higher than the old 
one, making it usable for 
more of the spring, when the 
Schenob Brook floods, and 
less prone to snagging ice 
and branches.  Now that the 
bridge is completed walkers 
old and young can enjoy the 
trail.

The bridge was designed 
to be universally accessible, 
since the goal is to eventually 
re-design the section of the 
trail between Salisbury Rd 
and the school to be fully ac-
cessible, so even people who 
are wheelchairs can enjoy it.  
However that larger project 
is a number of years away 
since the trail is in a wet-
lands area with rare species 
so the design and permitting 
must be done carefully and a 
substantial amount of money 
raised in to fund the design 
and permitting as well as the 
construction.

For more information 
contact the Sheffield Land 
Trust at (413) 229-0234 or 
shefland@bcn.net or www.
sheffieldland.org.
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Deborah Reich Trail dedication

SculptureNow and The Mount 
present outdoor exhibit, REMIX

WEST STOCKBRIDGE 
— The Diana Felber Gallery 
will present its second sum-
mer exhibition starting June 
15. The exhibition will fea-
ture “Conversations”, heav-
ily textured, woven jacquard 
tapestries of Betty Vera; the 
landscapes of Lorna Ritz; 
tree landscapes by Michael 
Filmus; the collaged water-
colors, still lifes of Stephanie 
Anderson; “Mylar ladies” of 
Kathleen Cammarata, and 
photographs of paper by Paul 
Solovay. The worded wire 
sculptures of Naomi Gross-
man will remain on display. 
The show will run from June 
15-July 31 and there will be an 
opening reception on June 18, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. For more 
information visit dianafelber-
gallery.com.

Diana Felber 
Gallery presents 

second exhibition


